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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE OP-ED PROJECT

Your grade on the op-ed project will be broken out into a number of components.  These guidelines pertain to both the drafts and the final products:
The Op-ed itself
As discussed, your op-ed should be about 800-1000 words.
The Op-Ed Project suggests the following structure[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  https://www.theopedproject.org/oped-basics] 

1. Lede: this is the part of your introduction that grabs your reader’s attention.  It indicates why your piece is important.  Some possible “hooks” include:
a. A specific reference to something in the news
b. Reference something ongoing and important
c. Cite a major study (might also be in the news
d. Get personal about the issue
2. Thesis:  this is also part of your introduction:  here you state your overarching argument – this should be a clear and concise statement that expresses why your issue is important and how your archaeological case(s) can help us understand the contemporary issue/challenge/problem and/or plan for the future/solve the problem.
3. Body of the Op-ed/Your Argument: here, you present your evidence from archaeology.  This should include concrete examples of the specific archaeological sites, time periods, and/or regions that are relevant to your thesis.  You will have several paragraphs here.  Each paragraph should make on basic point and discuss specific evidence. Make sure to include a “mini-conclusion” for each point (paragraph) so that your reader knows why you have included this information.
4. Conclusion: Here’s where you wrap things up.  You might want to circle back to your lede. As noted in the Purdue OWL website, “Do not introduce any new information into the conclusion; rather, synthesize the information presented in the body of the essay. Restate why the topic is important, review the main points, and review your thesis.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/essay_writing/argumentative_essays.html] 

Evaluation your Op-ed
· Of primary importance is the substance of your op-ed:  do you make a clear point and use appropriate evidence to support it?
· Grammar, spelling, punctuation, syntax, clarity, coherence, and organization will also count towards your grade.
· Do not cite your sources in your op-ed as you normally would in an academic paper.  If you want to call attention to a specific source, you can write something along the lines of, “As Sharon DeWitte noted in a recent publication …” (you will list all your sources and tell me how you used them in your annotated bibliography.  See below).
· I take plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty very seriously.  You must make sure that your ideas are expressed in your own words (unless you are quoting directly, which I encourage you to avoid).  If you are concerned, you can check your paper when you upload it – Turnitin will evaluate it for its “originality” and let you know if you’ve come too close to using someone else’s words.
· Your op-ed should be double-spaced.
· As noted above, I expect you to write about 800-100 words.  
· Total possible points for the op-ed text = 50 each draft/150 final version.
annotated bibliographY
The purpose of the annotated bibliography is for you to indicate where you got the information in your op-ed and supply additional information that might not have found its way in to your op-ed.
The only items in your annotated bibliography should be those from which you used information.
For each item in your annotated bibliography, you should include:
1. A full citation, using appropriate anthropological format (Chicago, SAA, or APA [which is what most biological anthropologists use)
2. A short (3-4 sentence) that describes the item and indicates clearly what information you used.  The paragraph can take the format (this is a skeleton):
a. This article discusses X
b. I got my statistics for Y/description of Z/idea about A/etc. from this article (if you are using statistics or very specific information, give the page number).
c. Repeat b as needed
d. Other important or interesting information (not used for the op-ed) in this article included …
As with the op-ed, grammar, spelling, punctuation, syntax, clarity, coherence, and organization will also count towards your grade in addition to the content/substance of your annotation.
Total points possible for the annotated bibliography = 25 each draft/75 final version
PEER REVIEW/critique
You are required to read drafts of classmates op-eds and provide them with constructive feedback.
For each op-ed you read, you must post a minimum of
· One commendation (“I really liked XX because …”)
· One piece of constructive criticism/suggestion for improvement (“YY was not clear to me because …; can you rewrite it? Or “I think your discussion of ZZ would be stronger if …”)
Total points possible: 	20 for comments posted to Canvas before class
				  5 for participating in critique during class

OVERALL SCHEDULE
	Date
	Assignment
	Points Possible

	Thurs 3/25
	Preliminary topic and list of sources
	25

	Thurs 4/15
	BEFORE CLASS: Post topic, list of sources
	25

	
	IN CLASS: 3-4 minute presentation on topic, sources
	25

	Mon 4/26
	Upload draft of op-ed & annotated bibliography
	75

	[bookmark: _Hlk68855950]Thurs 4/29
	BEFORE CLASS: Post comments as assigned
	20

	
	IN CLASS: Discuss drafts as assigned
	 5

	Mon 5/3
	Upload revised draft of op-ed and annotated bibliography
	75

	Thurs 5/6
	BEFORE CLASS: Post comments as assigned
	20

	
	IN CLASS: Discuss drafts as assigned
	 5

	Thurs 5/13
	IN CLASS: PRESENTATIONS (op-ed + back-up data)
	100

	Thurs 5/20 
	Final Op-ed and annotated bibliography due
	225



